"It's Always Late for Freedom"
(English Dialogue List)

 You who have just arrived 

  will have to shave your head.

  Then you'll take a shower,

  change clothes and you will let into your dorm.

  Tehran House of Correction Children's special wing

  The first match of Iran’s National Football team in the world cup 2006,

  Franken Stadium

  in Nurenberg, Germany. 

  41925 are present in the stadium

  and, the well-known Italian Roberto Rosetti

  is the referee of the match.

  In the middle of the field,

  the Mexican players own the ball,

  Rafael Marquez passes the ball

  backward to Osvaldo Sanchez.

  Ando Teymourian gets the ball in the middle of the field and 

  passes to Ali Karimi.

  In the penalty area, Karimi…

  The goalkeeper kicks off.

  Mahdavikia passes the ball to Kabi,

  a good opportunity for the Iranian team

  And Vahid Hashemian misses the ball.

  Ali Karimi passes the ball to Vahid

  and now he shoots

  Osvaldo Sanchez gets the ball

  He shoots to the goal,

  very dangerous

  and the ball is in the goal

  Now a goal for the Mexican team

  by Omar Bravo

  Unexpectedly a goal is scored for the Mexicans

  Vahid, what are you doing?

  Sorry?

  What are you doing?

  I’m beading

  Why are you all beading all day long?!

  I have a visitor I want to give it to her.

  I will talk in Turkish.

  Talk in Farsi.

  I don’t like Farsi.

  Rolling, silence! 

  Three, two, one.

  I’ll talk in Turkish.

  I can’t understand!

  I haven’t spoken Turkish in two months,

  I turning into a Persian.

  When my sister comes to visit me, she’ll think that I am a sissy!

  Why did they arrest you? 

  They didn’t.

  My Mother and I came here ourselves.

  She handed me to the officers. And they brought me here.

  Your Mother brought you here?

  She didn’t bring me here. 

  If she had, I would have run away.

  We were at home.

  My Mother had given me two months to quit…

  What were you on?

  I was on crack.

  What’s crack?

  What’s crack?

  What’s crack?

  Crack is a white substance.

  You can buy one gram of it for 14000 Tomans.

  It would fix me.

  Oh Mummy,

  dear Mummy.

   I didn’t learn it from my friends.

  I wanted to and I did it. Why should I blame my friends?

  I wanted to do it.

  Go and get an acetaminophen pill.

  From whom?

  From Mr. Gholami.

  He has just pain in his thighs.

  He is on crack.

  He has injected morphine in his legs.

  How long where you in the criminal investigation office? Three nights?

  I was messaging him all through the night.

  What drew you to drugs?  

  Everybody was picking on me at home.

  They kept telling me to study if not I had to work.

  They would beat me up at work.

  Then I started stealing money from my house.

  I would see that my brothers were smoking opium.

  I joined watching them several times.

  My friends were addicts too.

  Then I decided to do the same and I did.

  I used to go to a vacant lot with my friends and

  we would smoke there.

  My brothers would follow me

  and just when I wanted to start smoking

  they would arrive and slap me.

  You said that they were addicts themselves.

  They were but they didn’t want

  their young brother to smoke.

  Why not?

  Because since they had become addicts

  they had no life they didn’t want the same to happen to me.

  They followed me for a month to prevent me but I continued,

  until they told my Mother that Vahid will not quit.

  They told me to smoke with them and not to do so with my friends.

  They’d tell me that my friends wanted to take my money.

  Smoke with us only.

  How can I survive in here for two months?

  If they keep me here for two months

  I will start smoking again

  but if they let me go now, I swear to God that I will quit.

  I always promise to get a gift

  for whoever gets released,

  just a souvenir like a rosary,

  or a perfume for keepsake.

  The children had asked me 

  to get them some hair gel.

  I have some.

  And I, in my turban and cloak

  when into the shop and asked for some gel!

  Now he tells me to get him Shadmehr’s CD.

  Some others ask me to get them the CD of pop singers.

  What can I tell the shopkeeper?!

  But all right. 

  Since Hamed likes Shadmehr very much,

  I have one of his songs in my mobile phone.

  Shsh… Be quiet and listen!

  Well, well!

  What is your name?

  Sajjad.

  How old are you?

  15.

  What is your offence?

  Theft?

  What did you steal?

  Motorcycle.

  Tell us about your theft.

  I didn’t intend to steal.

  What was your intention?

  I intended to get back

  my educational documents from my uncle.

  Sajjad why did your parents get a divorce?

  I don’t know the real reason

  but I think it was because my father was unemployed.

  Where is your mother now?

  She is married and is gone to Sweden.

  She’s abroad?

  Yes.

  When I last saw her 2 years ago she looked exactly like you.

  But I don’t know if she has aged or not?

  You haven’t seen her for 2 years?

  No.

  Try to use a lot of colors,

  because colors makes one happy.

  Did the plaintiff return from his trip?

  Did he call you? What did he say?

  Mum? 

  Mum?

  When will I get released?

  Hopefully. 

  So you think that I’ll get out today?

  Thank you so much. Goodbye.

  What is your name?

  Ali.

  What is your offense?

  I had a fight.

  Why?

  For ignorance.

  Many children fight

  but they don’t come to the center.

  The boy filed a complaint

  and they arrested me and brought me here.

  What did you do to him?

  I had stabbed him.

  When are the visiting days?

  Tuesdays.

  Only Tuesdays.

  That’s enough.

  Behnam you finished all the gel.

  There’s nothing left for me!

  You’ll have some too.

  What should I do for my own hair now?

  Nothing comes out when I squeeze it.

  I’ll pour some water in it,

  shake it and I’ll get water instead of gel!

  You are all doing your hair.

  You have visitors. Lucky you!

  I haven’t seen my Mother for 2 months.

  It hasn’t been 2 months.

  It’s 3 weeks.

  When your mother sees his beautiful son,

02    she’ll be delighted. 

  I’ve been here for 2 months but my hair hasn’t grown.

  Your hair has grown very quickly!

  Finish it. I want to wash my face.

  Do you want some gel?

  No, I don’t.

  Do you have any hair for that matter?

  Bend your head.

  What do you want to put on my head?

  Watch my towel.

  No, no, no.

  This is not water, it’s gel.

  Now spread the gel on your head.

  Vahid refer to the hall, you have visitors.

  Vahid you have visitors.

  Bravo.

  What are your dreams Vahid?

  To get out of here,

  not only me but all the children,

  all the prisoners.

  Why?

  I want to get out.

  What is this place? It’s no good.

  The children are depressed. 

  They miss their parents.

  If they put you in a cage for 2 months

  and you don’t get to see your mother,

  you will get depressed.

  You have lots of facilities here.

  It’s very good. 

  We like it here.

  Did you go to see the judge?

  Yeah.

  What did he say?

  He said that if he behaves well, they will throw him out.

  He has to stay for more than 2 months until he totally quits.

  I have to stay here for 2 more months?

  Parissa, I missed you so much.

  Why didn’t you come to visit me?

  Did you forget Vahid?

  Say that I have forgotten the addicts.

  Oh by the way, you just reminded me.

  Did you bring me pen? This is for you.

  I want to make you these? Did you bring me beads?

  I did.

  What colors?

  Blue and red.

  Why have you put gel on your hair?

  I thought I use some gel so that you would think

  that I have become a good boy.

  A sissy!

  Parissa do you remember that you used to fill up your hand

  with my gel and rub your hair with it?

  Tell him that we don’t have any more gel.

  Come and buy some so that I can use it.

  I was really nervous in the court?

  What for?

  You were telling the judge that I was on other kinds of drug.

  Have I ever used other kinds?

  We told him that you are on crack.

  You said that I was on other stuff and on crack.

  What difference does it make?

  But you didn’t say one thing?

  We said that you injected.

  You didn’t say that.

  -We did.  -Did not!

  Did you really know that I used to injecte?

  Yeah

  No..

  I collected the syringes from behind the house.

  You used to collect them but you had never seen me inject anything

  I have no marks of injection on my arms.

  They are all gone.

  You always tell me to wipe these things from my memory

  and now you are here to remind me?!

  You’ve forgotten about them, they were junk.

  Yeah, they were. Don’t remind me.

  He will do it again.

  When he comes back he’ll start smoking with Dad.

  Your Dad smokes cigarette, he doesn’t smoke cigarette. 

  He dose.

  Does not!

  He smokes cigarette.

  You give this rosary to your Dad.

  I’ll make you something too Parissa.

  Shall I give it to Parissa to buy something for herself?

  No Vahid, we have money.

  -Goodbye. -Goodbye.

  Don’t you cry!

  No, I’ll be out very soon, right? 

  Hopefully.

  Huh?

  Hopefully.

  Bye bye. Go on!

  You leave first.

  We have contacted your house several times,

  but nobody has come to pay you a visit?

  How long have you been here?

  1 month.

  You have had no visitors for 1 month?

  How do you feel about your father?

  I blame my Father for our

  unhappiness more than my Mother.

  You mean you hate him?

  I don’t hate him but…

  One can’t hate his father.

  If you don’t want to blame him for just being your father

  and if you really want to talk about your feelings for your father,

  what would that be?

  He has made your mother leave, made you live with your uncle,

  he hasn’t come to visit you during the past month,

  what is that feeling?

  I feel that my Father wants to come;

  I mean he loves me that much to come to see me

  but my Uncle won’t let him.

  So deep inside you love him and you still trust him,

  is that right?

  Yes.

  If you become certain that he doesn’t want to come himself,

  what then?

  I would still love him.
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  The prosecutor’s office is not open until half past one.

  My sister said that the judge has issued the verdict and she’s

  bringing the verdict over to be executed.

  So I will be released today?

  Hopefully.

  Hopefully.

  Anything else Mum?

  Goodbye.

  Ali, what’s up?

  When will you be released?

  At 4.

  4 p.m.?

  Yeah.

  The sound will pass through this hose?

  Yeah.

  Would you like to become a filmmaker?

  No way.

  Why?

  I’m witnessing how it’s like.

  How is it?

  As it is.

  What’s bad about it?

  You have to have patience.

  It takes 2 hours to

  set the camera and the sound.

  You ask questions and one has to answer. It takes a long time.

  Have you ever done any hard work in your life?

  Hard work, yeah. Stealing.

  Stealing is not a hard work.

  You steal from someone who has worked very hard.

  No way, it’s not easy.

  The guy might be at home.

  You have to sneak in and get what you want.

  With fear.

  You sneak in and when you realize that he’s not aware,

  you hit him in his head and he falls down.

  Have you ever hurt anyone?

  I once hit someone in snow in the winter.

  Owe.

  What does he say?

  He says go and call the guard.

  He’s the manager.

  I see. Go and call him.

  Start the game, quick!

  Ouch.

  Be careful about your rosary.

  Take the towel.

  It wasn’t me.

  Who was that?

  None of your business. You were wrong. 

  Ouch. You hit very hard. 

  Who hit you hard? He’s trying to be smart. 

  You hit like that?

  Yeah, it was me.

  Put the towel on my head.

  Pull back your hand.

  When I say it was me I mean it was me.

  It was you, then put the towel on your head.

  Wait a minute. Why do you want to hit him unfairly.

  Put the towel on your head. Why do they want to hit you?

  It was my Mother’s fault.

  Explain it.

  My Father hit me.

  He beheaded my pigeons.

  I like to look after pigeons.

  He said that I should quit playing with my pigeons.

  Who said so?

  My Mother told my Father.

  She said that the neighbors were complaining that I was on their roof

  and that their stuff were missing.

  They wanted to call the police to come and arrest me.

  My Father was pissed off

  and he beheaded my pigeons.

  How?

  He would behead them and throw them on the roof.

  How many of them were killed like that?

  He killed 30 out of 100 pigeons.

  He would smash them to the wall or crush them under his feet.

  What did you do?

  I got very nervous. 

  I threw myself down the roof.

  Then I cursed him

  and after 2 or 3 weeks he was run over by a car.

  Who?

  My dad.

  He kicked the bucket.

  Just like my pigeons did.

  For anointing, you are free both in

  its width and in its amount.

  You can do like this. This is acceptable.

  But it’s better if you do like this.

  Look! Up to your forehead but the water of your hair

  should not mix with the water of your face.

  You have seen some people who use 1 extra prayer block

  also for their nose or a big one to cover both their forehead and nose.

  The reason is that their nose touch the prayer block

  when they bow to God’s grandeur.

  Behnam, 

  Behnam!

  Behnam, what’s wrong? 

  Behnam!

  What’s up, Behnam?

  Behnam is a very good football player.

  So, you’re going back home.

  Behnam!

  Why are you crying for?

  For your mother?

  Yeah?

  You, go away!

  Get up!

  Leave me alone, Vahid.

  If you love your mother, get up! 

  I’m telling you get up!

  Leave me Vahid.

  Get up and wash your face!

  Good.

  Good boy!

  What’s up?

  Behnam, are you homesick? 

  Hey guys, he’s homesick?

  Have I ever let anything happen to you?

  We were good buddies

  since the first day that you came here.

  Vahid I miss my mother.

  You think that I don’t miss my mother

  and that you’re the only one who does.

  I want to tell you something in private.

  They threw a stone to my little brother which blinded him.

  He’ll get better.

  I swear.

  Are you crying for this?

  We shall pray for him today when we say our prayers.

  Behnam?

  Leave me alone Vahid.

  I’m not feeling good.

  That’s enough Behnam!

  Go forward!

  Take his ball!

  Behnam!

  You ruined the good pass.

  Bravo Ali.

  Behnam, take the ball!

  Goal!

  Hold on please.

  Hello, hello!

  Hi Mum.

  It’s 11 now and you say my sister left at 8.

  Yes. 

  Don’t swear. It’s 11 now.

  I’ve been waiting since this morning.

  You should have told me not to wait.

  You said that I would be released this morning. 

  What am I like? I’ve been waiting.

  Don’t cry Mum. No need for you to go.

  Today is definite then.

  Please pay attention.

  Behnam, you are free.

  Blanket feast, blanket feast.

  Be safe.

  Behnam do something so that we would be released after you.

  Behnam, you are leaving then, lucky duck.

  He’s my own  brother. 

  Let go of him! 

  That’s enough guys. Enough!

  They are celebrating my release.

  Why are you crying? 

  Don’t cry you’ll be released.

  What’s wrong Omid?

  I’m homesick.

  Don’t cry.

  Behnam.

  O.K.

  Bye Behnam.

  What is your father’s name?

  Behnam you are released.

  Yes, Hajji.

  Congratulations!

  What a good time to arrive.

  Are you fine?

  I always arrive on time.

  When we want to have ice-cream, when one is released.

  Bye Hajji.

  Goodbye.

  Don’t you ever come back!

  Behnam, you are being released.

  So why are you upset?

  Why is your heart beating so fast?

  I’m scared that my Father would beat me up when I get home.

  Why do you think they let you go free?

  For my brother. They hit my brother yesterday.

  Who hit him?

  I don’t know. Someone has hit him and run away.

  How old is your brother?

  He’s 6 years old.

  Where was he hit?

  He was hit in his eye.

  With what?

  With stone.

  What has happened to his eye?

  He has lost his sight.

  What was your offense?

  Stabbing.

  How old are you?

  I’m 15.

  In a far place near a tall mountain

  a young man had a small farm.

  He worked all day long

  but his farm was very small and full of big stones.

  And the well of the farm didn’t have enough water.

  That was why he couldn’t get a lot out of that farm

  even though he tried so hard.

  And he was always poor.

  Please look at me.

  Hey, wake up.

  We should never be after a magic to change our lives.

  Look at me Vahid, 5 more minutes,

  listen. I will read you something very brief.

  I am reading the story. Keep quiet.

  Vahid.

  Huh?

  When will I be released?

  They keep delaying it,

  I’ve been waiting for 10 days and haven’t received my letter of release.

  Even if you are released you’ll be back in 2 to 3 days,

00   so why do you want to go?

  No way, you will never see me here.

  You’ll keep working?

  I’ll start working.

  Or you will start stabbing again?

  No way, I’ll start working.

  Give me a call as soon as you can.

  Why should I call you?

  Call me, we’ll miss you. 

  Hold it tight.

  Do you want to have a boy or a girl after you get married?

  My child? A boy.

  Why?

  Boy is good.

  Why?

  Boys behave better.

  Not a bad and addicted boy like me, a good boy.

  What would you do to raise a good boy? 

  To raise him well I would buy whatever he wants. 

  Mum, what do we have for dinner tonight?

  Huh? What do I like? 

  What do we have?

  Well make stew tonight.

  Will you make some?

  It’s O.K. if you can’t.

  Well if you can make a stew.

  Well if you can make a stew.

  Ghormeh Sabzi, that’s fine.

  Ali when you are released,

  for God’s sake never come back here.

  My sister is in the court with my plaintiff.

  She has paid him and trying to get his consent.

  My heart is broken and can’t stand it,

  swear to God.

  My heart is broken and can’t stand it,

  swear to God.

  What if she forgets her promises.

  Well,

  well.

  When do you think she’ll come back?

  Mum, in case Afsaneh comes home instead of here,

  call and let me know what happened.

  Don’t cry

  don’t cry

  don’t cry.

  You should hit hard when you are playing.

  He hit me with the sheet first.

  Why are you lying?

  All the rest of you. Why are you blaming me?

  Why are you lying?

  Why did you come to our bed side? 

  I was on this side, why did you hit me?

  Shake hands, kiss and let it be.

  Bravo. 

  Don’t tease each other any more.

  Go and watch TV. 

  Stop it.

  Vahid I’m not ticklish.

  Poor thing you should be happy, you’re being released.

  I’m happy but I don’t know when I’ll be released.

  Well one gets nervous.

  If not today, you’ll be released tomorrow.

  Any way you know your release letter will come soon.

  My visitor was here and gave me the good news.

  Why didn’t my visitor come?

  My sister told me that

  I would be released in a week.

  If you are released will you boast to your friends

  that you had been in the center?

  Whoever is released from prison shows off.

  My brothers would always boast to their friends

  whenever they were released from the prison.

  What’s there to boast Vahid?

  Some guys think that they have

  grown up when they come back from the prison.

  Will you show off too?

  No way. 

  Whoever boasts comes back.

  My Mum says something and Mrs. Hosseini says something else.

  Who told you that you would be released today?

  My mother called me today.

  So you will surely be released tomorrow or the day after.

  So how is it that Mrs. Hosseini is saying that she’s following up

  my case but she’s not here herself?

  Give me the phone I’ll call myself.

  It’s busy.

  It’s busy.

  I’ve realized that you sleep more than the other kids?

  I’m not asleep most of the time.

  I’m thinking about what I should do once I get out.

  So I can have an easy life.

  Ali you are free.

  Goodbye guys.

  When did you come here?

  About a month ago.

  Be safe.

  Thank you Sir.

  How are you? Are you O.K.?

  I’m O.K.

  My buddy is released.

  So why are you upset?

  I’m not upset, I’m happy. 

  He was good to me.

  I feel lonely.

  You have 2 new comers.

  But my friend just left.

  Do you want to say something Vahid?

  I’m happy that he’s been released.

  Don’t shave too much.

  Be quiet. Don’t talk.

  You haven’t come to a party, it’s a prison.

  How short are you shaving?

  With blade No. 12.

  It shows!

  Mohammaddin, you know what happened.

  You have a fake passport.

  You have a fake passport and if be sent to the court

  it will add to your crime of illegal entrance to Iran.

  They say that my passport is fake.

  Yeah. 

  Yeah. 

  Thank God. Are you fine?

  Why don’t you come to visit me?

  I’ve been here for 6 weeks. I’m bored to death.

  How much have you paid to get that passport in Afghanistan?

  400000 Tomans.

  I worked here for 25 days.

  25 days?

  Yeah.

  How much did you earn?

  100000 Tomans (100 Erou).

  means you lost 300000 Tomans (300 Erou).

  Are you upset for that?

  Yeah.

  I paid 100000 Tomans (100 Erou) for the transportation.

  Did you come to work in Iran alone?

  Yeah.

  Do you like your mother?

  Yeah.

  Where is your father?

  My Father is dead.

  Is there anything else in this world that you would want?

  Besides your freedom and return to Afghanistan to your family?

  How can I go back to my family?

  I can’t even afford to pay for my transportation.

  Aha, you are ashamed.

  You wanted to look after your family by working in Iran?

  Yeah.

  What will you do once you return to Afghanistan?

  I don’t know.

  I’ll write it like this.

  Mother.

  Sajjad have you ever loved anyone?

  What?

  Loved anyone?

  Yes.

  Is it bad to talk about love?

  It’s not bad but I’m shy.

  Are you shy?

  Who was the one you loved?

  My cousin.

  Your cousin?

  How do you feel about her?

  I feel that she doesn’t belong to that family.

  I mean I love her.

  Love can not be defined.

  Sure it can.

  What do you mean by I love her?

  I feel that if I marry her,

  our life would be better than my parents.  

  Have you talked about love and getting married? 

  To some extent.

  You think that she agrees?

  I think so.

  You arrived on 20 April and

  you’ll be released on  9  August 2006.

  You mean I’ll get out?

  I’ll be released in 2 months. I’m happy.

  You’ve been sentenced to 2 months prison to quit.

  Your judge had been a good one.

  I wish I had appealed.

  You did a right thing not to appeal.

  What is this crack you’re using?

  You’re only 13 but you said 15.

  Addiction to narcotics…crack. Yes?

  It’s written crack here!

  Yes.

  How happy I am.

  My verdict is here.

  So I know when I would be released.

  I was waiting for this paper.

  For a kid at my age it’s hard to cry.

  Why? The other kids cry easily.

  Not for the proud ones.

  Your pride prevents you?

  The ones who cry don’t have any pride?

  Of course they do.

  But I don’t think they have a hard life like mine.

  The kids that are here haven’t had a hard life?

  Not as much as some kids 

  who have had a very hard life.

  What are you thinking about Sajjad?

  About my sister.

  Why?

  She’s alone too.

  Isn’t she living with your uncle?

  Of course.

  You who have just arrived

  will have to shave their heads.

  Then you’ll take a shower,

  change clothes and you will let into your dorm.
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