“Nose, Iranian Style”

Dialogue List
Iran-Iraq War (1979-1988)

16 Years Later

Dizin Resort, West of Tehran, 2004

Boy:
We have a change of culture in our country in the past 25 years. It has destroyed many of our values. Many judgments are based upon appearance.

Boy:
They banned everything and then opened them suddenly. The youth doesn’t know what to do. Suddenly they are faced with an open field. He doesn’t know which way to go. How far he has to withhold himself. Where the boundary lies.  Where the limit is. He doesn’t know these things.

Girl:
The main thing that women are free to do is to do something with their face in order to be seen.

Nose, Iranian Style

A film by: Mehrdad Oskouei

Filmmaker:
Do you know that we rank first in nose job worldwide?

Girls:
What an honor!

Filmmaker:
Listen everyone! Which one of you likes to have a nose job?

Girls;
Me, me.

Girl:
In the summer.

Girl:
Why summer?

Girl:
To get beautiful.

Filmmaker:
You?

Girl:
It’s in style.

Girl:
When the girls look in the mirror and see what big nose they have, they decide to have a nose job. Some have to do it but do it in vain.

Filmmaker:
You want to have a nose job?

Girl:
Definitely.

Filmmaker:
Why?

Girl:
It’s awful!

Girl: I’ve heard that in the year 85 there will be 1 boy for every 10 girls. A girl that is more beautiful will have a better chance to be picked.

Girl:
They girls must have a nose job, become beautiful and then get married. 

Girl:
There is a lack of husband…

Filmmaker:
Which grade are you in?

Girl: 10th grade.

Filmmaker:
In your opinion what are the reasons that the Iranian youth especially girls, like to have a nose job?

Girl: The main important reason is the fashion. In Iran everything becomes fashion quickly. Nose job has become epidemic in the past 2 years. Fist the girls and now the boys. The only entertainment for them is to do everything according to the fashion. They cannot do anything else. Fashion is the reason for nose job.

Filmmaker:
Do you want to have a nose job?

Girl:
Yes. My nose looks like a radish. Fashion is not something that would pervert our youth. Every age requires something. At our age we demand variety in our lives. 

Girl:
Before the Hijab long hair was popular. Even hairstyles.

Girl:
It’s a variety for us. We can’t wear an orange manteau in the street. So we are forced to have a nose job.

Girl:
The reason why I had an operation on my nose goes back to my childhood when I would receive wisecracks…

Filmmaker:
Such as…?

Girl:
For example: Big Nose, Pointed Nose, Parrot, Witch, etc.

Girl:
It bothered me and I always thought that this extra piece of bone in my face has deprived me of many things.

Girl:
Whenever I used to look in the mirror, I’d like my appearance to be better. The operation changed my face. I have a good feeling about my nose job. I’m very satisfied.

Girl:
My friends would suggest that I should have a nose job but because I was afraid, I was reluctant. Until I saw a few nose jobs. I liked them and thought it wasn’t a bad idea.

Girl:
When I would get into a group, some people would tell me that if I’d have a nose job, my nose would look better. The nose doesn’t go with my face. These talks would make me quit my relationships with them. I thought I was losing my self-confidence

Girl:
The pressure of my friends made me have an operation on my nose. I accompanied my friend when she wanted to have a nose job. And the doctor suggested that I should do the same. And I did.

Girl:
I like my former looks, much more. After the operation on my nose, I feel like a stranger to myself. But I’m happy that I have no more difficulties with breathing and that I look different!

Girl:
Most of the girls who wear makeup are for the sake of the boys. The boys like small noses.

Girls:
No, no!

Girl:
Of course, I’ve heard a lot. I know because I’m a girl.

Girl:
I believe that the girls have lost their self-confidence in Iran. They shouldn’t pay any attention to the boys. They boys are the ones who should have a nose job in the first place. Because some of them have such big noses that when they enter somewhere, it takes 2 minutes for the nose to get in and they arrive next!

Filmmaker:
Sam, in a few minutes you’ll go into the O.R.

Sam Pournejad (high school student):
That’ right.

Filmmaker:
What are you thinking about now?

Sam:
To have an operation soon and then call on my friends and see how my nose turns out. Will I be pretty? Attractive?

Filmmaker:
How much role did your friends have in making you have your operation?

Sam:
100%, especially the girls who would make so much fun of me so that I would be forced to have the operation.

Filmmaker:
What would they say?

Sam:
The would call me Sam the Nose, Big Nose. Sam’s nose arrives first at school. My dad would tease me too. They did it so much until I had to it.

Filmmaker:
Hello.

Boy:
Hello.

Filmmaker:
Are you fine?

Boy:
Yeah.

Filmmaker:
Sorry for disturbing you.

Boy:
Not at all.

Filmmaker:
Why do you have a bandage on your nose?

Boy:
I’ve had an operation.

Filmmaker:
How long ago?

Boy:
About 4.5 months ago.

Filmmaker:
Why do you still have a bandage?

Boy:
This is my nose.

Filmmaker:
It looks all right.

Boy:
The tip is a bit swollen which will be fine with another operation.

Filmmaker:
How do you want it to be?

Boy:
A bit more upward and smaller.

Filmmaker:
How much was your operation under the girls’ influence?

Boy:
100%.

Dr. Afshin Ghassemi (Plastic Surgeon):
The youth are after identity, they are seeking acceptance. Different societies and their needs are rapidly changing. The young people are more sensitive and desire more excitement; they are after new issues. Our youth are no exception. The demands for change are in the face, especially the nose. You see the change of nose in a front and a silhouette angle. 

Filmmaker:
These two photos belong to the same person?

Dr. Ghassemi:
Yes, before and after the operation.

Filmmaker:
Unbelievable!

Dr. Ghassemi:
He wanted to get a new passport but they wouldn’t give it to him. He was forced to get a letter from me. His friends didn’t believe that he’s the same person. See how much an operation can change a face? This girl asked for an operation. Her friends teased her because of her very big nose. She needed the operation and I did it for her. She’s happy now and has a lot of self-confidence.

Melissa Hibbard (Photographer): Do you want me to speak in Farsi or in English?

Filmmaker: As you wish.

Melissa:
My name is Melissa Hibbard and I live in New York. I am right now living in Tehran working on a photography project about women who have their noses changed. In my opinion there are lots of reasons why women are having plastic surgery, why they are having their noses done. I think there are lots of issues when it comes to women in this country. I think you can start off with the revolution and the requirement for women to cover their bodies, leaving only their faces to shoe. I think this is a big issue. This is come of my photographs that I am working on. After the revolution I think that because women were only allowed to show their face they became a little more obsessed with their faces. I think that’s why you see a lot of make-up, why their hair, especially the front is so decorated and the noses, I mean the nose is obviously the easiest thing to change on a girl’s face. Another really funny, not funny but I mean another interesting point is that often times usually when I ask girls why they want to get their noses done, they say that they’ve broken their noses. I mean you have this huge number of women all over the country with broken noses. I think it’s really interesting.

Nosrat Karimi (Sculptor, Actor):
When we want to operate a nose, it has to go with the other parts of the face. Sometimes a nose is pointed and the person wants to make it shorter to look nicer. If above the upper lip is wide and we lift his nose, he will look like a monkey.

Mansour Zabetian (Actor, Film Critic):
How many people with big nose have you found in your film?
Filmmaker:
The ones who like their nose but their nose are a little big are two: A girl and a boy.
Mansour Zabetian:
You should have brought that lady so that I would to get to know her. Is she married?
Filmmaker:
No. Usually, the ones who have big nose don’t like to get married. Mansour Zabetian:
Before they have the nose job.
Filmmaker:
Usually the women who have a big nose are the ones that have already married. I mean they all have a nose job in order to get married. They don’t know that many of us don’t like the nose job.
Filmmaker:
Really?!
Mansour Zabetian:
What do you reckon? I don’t like it. Do you like these noses like a pea-size? I’m not saying they look like which actress…
Maziar Miri (Filmmaker):
Finding an actress is a problem for the filmmakers in the Iranian cinema. A filmmaker who wants to make a historical movie cannot find an actress who hasn’t had a nose job for the role of Virgin Mary. Every single one has had an operation and their nose look alike. It’s as if their doctors have all studied in the same place and operated alike. 

Maziar Miri:
We started auditioning people and asked them to bring a friend or theatre players who haven’t played in the cinema before. You can’t believe this. More than 50% of them had had a nose job and we couldn’t audition them. We knew they had had an operation the instant they would walk in.

Miri’s Assistant:
Introduce yourself and tell me your birth date?

Girl:
Please don’t ask ladies such questions?

Girl:
I was born in 1980. I am 177 cm tall.

Girl:
I have a B.A. in Persian Language & Literature. And a degree in acting.

Miri’s Assistant:
How familiar are you with dancing?

Girl:
I had the top grade in my class.

Girl:
I am a dance teacher. I have had acting courses in Jam-e Jam classes.

Girl:
I have played in one or two professional plays of Dr. Sadeghi.

Miri’s Assistant:
Can you look that way? I want to see your profile.

Girl:
Just look?

Miri’s Assistant:
Yes. A little bit more.

Girl:
I had a small role in Mr. Sheikh Tadi’s film.

Girl:
I played in a short film. My phone number is 0912 37………

Mansour Zabetian:
Al Pacino, Robert De Nero, Jean Reneu and many others.

Filmmaker:
Gerard Depardieu.

Mansour Zabetian:
Yes I think I have a nose bigger than Gerard Depardieu. There’s only one nose bigger than his. He’s not uncomfortable at all. He plays with his big nose and belly. He plays very good and even gets awards.

Nurse:
Hurry up please.

Dr. Shahmirzadi (Plastic Surgeon):
How much work is left?

Surgeon:
Excuse me?

Dr. Shahmirzadi:
How much work is left?

Surgeon:
I’m done.

Filmmaker:
How are you Sam?

Sam:
Thank you.

Filmmaker:
Are you a bit nervous?

Sam:
Yes.

Filmmaker:
Why are you shivering?

Sam:
I don’t know. I’m either cold or scared.

Filmmaker:
Pardon?

Sam:
I’m either cold or scared. I think it’s both.

Dr. Shahmirzadi:
Unfortunately there is another problem. The gentlemen take their beauty and strength for granted. A masculine face might be more beautiful than a delicate woman’ face. In fact, these differences make the values.

Filmmaker:
Doctor, her nose is so beautiful, does she really need a nose job?

Dr.:
It’s extraordinarily beautiful but she will become more beautiful.

The Holy City of Qom

Hojjatoleslam Ayyazi (Researcher& Professor):
In the recent years we completely observe a feeling in the youth, especially the girls, that they have lost their personality and identity. Because they couldn’t communicate with the intellectuals of the society, they think that all they have to present is their face and appearance and they want to seek attraction by their face.

Kasra (T2 TV, Los Angeles): So we can bring our services to the Iranian youth worldwide through the T2 satellite TV channel from the city of angles, Los Angeles in California.

Girl (T2 TV, LA):
Kasra and I want to give you the latest news of Hollywood, every day. 

Hojjatoleslam Ayyazi:
Unfortunately we have a lot of empty arenas in our society today. When the youth enter these arenas, they feel vain. Whether it’s culture, politics, and religion. I think the religion that we introduce to the youth does not satisfy them. It’s either not compatible with the existing realities or does not respond to their needs. Therefore I believe if we create a culture or prepare an arena so that they would not feel futile, then they would not resort to nose jobs.

Girl:
Hello.

Pharmacist:
Hello. How are you?

Girl:
Sorry, what is the filming about?

Filmmaker:
It’s a film about rhinoplasty. We want to have your permission for filming.

Girl:
You mean you want to ask me questions?

Filmmaker:
No. You go ahead with your order and we’ll do our job.

Girl:
O.K. No problem.

Pharmacist:
How can I help you?

Girl:
I want bandage for my nose.

Pharmacist:
For your nose.

Girl:
For post-operation.

Pharmacist:
We have several types.

Pharmacist:
There have been lots of times when the girls and boys come to us and ask for bandage. Strangely they chose the most expensive ones and that they put it on their nose that hasn’t gone under surgery.

Women:
Are these people with you?

Melissa:
Yes, they are filming me and I’ll take your picture.

Nosrat Karimi:
In a way, people really exist. In a way, they wish to exist. Sometimes they wear a mask to look like the one they wish to be. They want people to recognize them in a way. This is another mask. But people really know them in a way. The interesting point is that way they are recognized, is very similar to who they really are. These two masks are vain and futile.

Girl:
Unfortunately we are feeling vain and futile. And nothing is as it should be. We are always looking for a healthy and profound relationship and friendship, but we’re unsuccessful. The nose job is epidemic and everyone has caught it more or less.

Sam’s father:
Don’t touch it.

Sam:
I can’t. I feel terrible.

Nurse:
I’ll give him some morphine.

Sam:
I feel so bad. I have nausea.

Sam’s father:
It’s O.K. Move your hand. 

Sam:
Take this away.

Sam’s father:
Your eyes will swell.

Sam:
Take it away. I have a lot of pain.

Mother:
What have you done to yourself, my dear?

Filmmaker:
Mrs. Seyyedi, how different are today’s youth compared to the youth at the time when you were in Iran-Iraq frontline?

Mrs. Seyyedi (Nurse):
 If you want the truth, they are very different. I compare myself with my daughter not with a stranger. We are poles apart. When I was in the frontline, whenever I was dealing with a wounded soldier, he would ask me to leave him and take care of another wounded soldier! One night I wrapped up 17 people in the bed sheets. I would just write unknown martyr on them! No wounded person was upset that I was taking care of another wounded!
Hojjatoleslam Ahmadpour (Researcher & Writer):
War is a blessing for us! The reason of the war was a blessing for us?! The reason of it is your answer as well. Spirituality grew during the war. The culture of devotion, devotees and defense grew and developed. There was no place for hypocrisy. There was death. There was martyrdom. 

Hojjatoleslam Fazel Meybodi (Researcher & University Professor):
Whatever the youth lost on this path, he didn’t feel any shortages, he felt as if he has gained a lot.  If he would lose a hand, he’d say that I have lost my hand but I feel satisfied, because they are connected to God.
Hojjatoleslam Ahmadpour:
If we had continued with our culture of devotion and defense which originated from our patriotism and religion, and if the authorities had paid more attention to it and if they would establish its culture then it would definitely have continued in the youth who were only children at that time. But unfortunately, we can say that everyone was negligent.

Before surgery

After surgery

Filmmaker:
You want to have a nose job?

Girl:
Yes, because my nose was broken twice.

Filmmaker:
Is it only because of this or for the plastic surgery as well?

Girl:
A little bit of both.

Filmmaker:
A little or more?

Girl:
Yes.

Filmmaker:
In your opinion, which one of us needs a nose job?

Girl:
I think all of you!

Girl:
I want my nose to be snobbish

Filmmaker:
What do you mean?

Girl:
I mean upwards.

Filmmaker:
You mean how? Does the tip have to be special? What form should it have?

Girl:
Like Michael Jackson’s nose.

Girl:
The women influence each other more than the men influence them.

Girl:
Don’t you like it when you look at a beautiful flower?

Filmmaker:
Of course.

Girl;
The feeling of beautification exists in me, you and the students of this class. Our natural instinct is to like beauty. If my nose has a problem I will definitely have a nose job.

Girl:
Everyone around me has had an operation. About 2-3% of my family members have not had one. My maternal family has all had a nose job. Most of the men in our family have done it as well.

Filmmaker:
Are you serious? Your nose has no problem.

Dr. Fattahi (Plastic Surgeon):
You’ve brought the magazine to ask for your nose to look like this photo?

Girl:
Not like that. This is not a good nose, when I look at it carefully!

Dr. Fattahi:
You have to check with this nose that I have sketched for you. This is our criterion.

Girl:
This cut is more delicate than your sketch

Dr. Fattahi:
It will be the same. This one has a shadow. That one doesn’t. 

Girl:
The other issue is the tip of my nose. I am sensitive about the tip of my nose. The most important part is the tip of the nose.

Dr. Fattahi:
I will write down your nose’s flaws.

Girl:
There is a special hump over here.

Dr. Fattahi:
Your nose has a hump.

Girl:
Doctor, my nose has to get smaller on the two sides.

Dr. Fattahi:
Where?

Girl:
The two sides should really get smaller.

Dr. Fattahi:
They will get smaller.

Girl:
Then the tip will be more pointed?

Dr. Fattahi:
It will. 

Girl:
Doctor, I should tell you that the lady who went under surgery and whom I saw, is incomparable with me. I have to look more beautiful than her. 

Dr. Fattahi:
What don’t you like about your nose?

Girl:
The tip of it.

Dr. Fattahi:
The tip of your nose. Do you have breathing problem as well?

Girl:
Yes. When I catch a cold one side of my nose gets completely blocked.

Dr. Fattahi:
You have a roman nose. Does this hump bother you?

Girl:
Not much.

Dr. Fattahi:
It would be fixed in the operation. You have a hump. That will be fixed in the operation. You have a small hump on your nose that will be fixed. This is the photo before the operation and this is the sketch after. Most of the times, my patients say that their nose looks better than the sketch.

Woman:
Doctor, if your wife and daughter want to have the nose job, will you do that?

Dr. Fattahi:
I did the nose job for my wife 12 years ago. When my daughter was admitted at the university 2 years ago, I did it for her as a reward. I did the nose job for my two sons, 5 years ago. My daughter-in-law went under surgery last year.

Dr. Fattahi:
There are no exact statistics. 20 years ago, the statistic announced by the Jaw and Face Association was 10,000 operations per year. Considering the growth of medical science, increase in the numbers of doctors and the medical conditions in Iran and the fact that everyone has access to the facilities, we can definitely say that 60 to 70 thousand nose operations per year.

The Center for Selling Iran Rhinoplasty Equipments

Ms. Bahar (In-charge-of selling rhinoplasty equipments): 
Hello. Hi. How are you Mrs. Nasrabadi?

Man:
Thanks. I’ll call you back. Bye.

Man:
For 2 patients.

Girl:
I wanted to know if she has received the hospital check.

Ms. Bahar:
You want a complete set or the rhinoplasty equipments?

Ms. Bahar:
Considering the increase in rhinoplasty in Iran, the statistics for importation of surgery equipments have been affected. It has doubled compared to the last 10 years. That means it has increased 100%. I think compared to the past 5 years; the import growth has increased 30-50%. 

The 1st Conference on Plastic Surgeons of Nose, Tehran, 2004

Filmmaker:
Hello.

Doctor:
Hello.

Filmmaker:
What is your occupation?

Doctor:
I am a doctor.

Filmmaker:
Are you a plastic surgeon?

Doctor:
Nose, Throat, Ear Specialist and Plastic Surgeon.

Filmmaker:
Do you do nose jobs?

Doctor:
Yes.

Filmmaker:
There are different prices for the nose job in Iran. I’ve heard from 100,000 Tomans to several million. What is your opinion about this big difference?

Doctor:
The doctors set the price according to the job they do.

Filmmaker:
What are the prices that you have heard of?

Doctor:
It starts from 300,000 up to 3,000,000 Tomans. Contrary to what you think the price for an operation in Iran is very cheap. Many of my relatives who live in the States, come to Iran for the nose job. They say that all the expenses including the airfare, hotel, doctor and hospital is one tenth of that in the States. More than 70% of the world’s wealth is spent on seeing better. The clothes design, the furniture, the color of the walls and the design of the carpets are for what? Everything could have been black and white. What one pays for a car is for the color, body design and upholstery. The gearbox and engine don’t cost that much. This goes from the British Royal Family to the primitive tribes… More than 70-80% of the world’s wealth is spent on seeing better.

Nurse:

We nurses can advertise for the plastic surgeons at the hospitals. The doctors like that so they give us discounts and the number of their patients increase. 

Filmmaker:
Tell us more about this matter.

Nurse:

When I have a nose job and sit in the clinic where 500 patients refer to it daily, about10 people will ask me which doctor has operated my nose and they prefer to go to the same doctor that has operated my nose. 

Filmmaker:
This is why 80% of the women who work at hospitals have had a nose job. This is a kind of advertisement.

Nurse:

An advertisement for the doctor.

Filmmaker:
That’s very interesting.

L.A. TV Channel:
I want to talk about the formula of Female Blessing.

Dr. Mazaheri (Plastic Surgeon & in-charge-of L.A. TV):
We have a medical conference on 24th of March. It’s not about diarrhea or foul stomach but about dermatology, about plastic surgery and liposuction, which Dr. Refai, Dr. Yermian and myself, Dr. Mazaheri, will organize. They will draw the lot and the ones who have bought tickets will be given prizes. 7 of which are nose jobs starting from 10,000 dollars upwards. 100 Dr. Mazaheri’s cream, 100 shirts with the logo of our TV, which I shouldn’t forget to take with me, with the logo of our TV, which says “love you”. 

Ms. Bahar:
The only thing that the people who work in the Iranian satellite TVs talk about and invest on is plastic surgery. 

Dr. Mazaheri:
I’ll give you creams that will remove the stretch marks on your belly. There are no losers. Everyone wins. Everybody will happily go back home. 

Dr. Zargari (Dermatologist):

Most of the people don’t know who has to do the surgery! They come to me as the dermatologist and ask me to do their nose job. If I am not an honest person, I will tell them that I will do it for them. We’ll go the OR on a specific day and they’ll see me in the OR gown but I’m not the one who will do the operation. My friend who is N.E.T. specialist will do it. This is rare but it does take place. I am sorry to say this. The money that they should pay to the surgeon will be split between the specialist and I. 

Dr. Emami (Plastic Surgeon):

This is one of those cases that a lady goes to a physician for rhinoplasty and the doctor operates her nose without being a specialist. And her nose turns into this shape. It has gotten worse. Some nose jobs are irreversible. They are not reversible even with having another operation. A person faces psychological problems forever. Not only is he a problem to himself but also to his family and society.

Dr. Fattahi:
Are you all right?

Girl:
Yes. Thank you.

Dr. Fattahi:
It’s been 3 months?

Girl:
Yes.

Dr. Fattahi:
Do you have any breathing problems?

Girl:
No. Nothing.

Dr. Fattahi:
When they refer to us, they complain about the hump on their nose; the crookedness; saying my husband says it’s bad, I have had a divorce; I can’t marry off my daughter for people say she has a big nose. In fact, we are performing physiological work in addition to infrastructure reform in the society with the help of a surgery knife.

Filmmaker:
Well, congratulations!

Sam:
Thank you. I was having a look at the old photos.  The hump has been removed which is better but I have a problem with the tip of my nose. I still think that it’s big. I wish it were smaller. But everyone is telling me that I am a boy and it doesn’t suit me. My problem is its big size.

Girl:
The nose is not in fashion any more. The operations are mostly done on the cheeks, eyelids, buttocks, etc. 

Filmmaker:
Why do you think the plastic surgeries are shifting from face to other parts of the body?

Girl:
Because there’s no other place for the girls to have the operation on. They had    had the operation on their nose, cheeks and eyelids. So they have to have it on other parts. 

